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Welcome to “Side by 
Side”, Bayside and 
Westside Library’s 
school magazine! We 
hope you like this 
first issue, a 
magazine created by 
students for 
students, and hope 
you continue to 
submit content, and 
interest in being 
part of the editing 
team, for our next 
issue (March 2023).
Please get in touch, 
and enjoy!
Ms Pecino and Mrs 
Ballantine 

Mrs 
Ballantine Ms 

Pecino



Getting ready for the 
Christmas cheer
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MINCE PIES RECIPE (Serves 24)                     
2 packets ready-rolled shortcrust pastry       
4 tbsp milk                                                                           
Icing sugar or caster sugar to sprinkle
820g jar mincemeat

● Preheat oven to 200⁰C/180⁰C fan/Gas mark 6
● Grease two 12-hole patty tins with butter
● Unroll the pastry and cut out 24 circles using and 

8cm cutter
● Place each circle in the patty tins and fill them with 

mincemeat 
● Cut out 24 circles using 6cm cutter 
● Dampen the edges of the circles with water 
● Place each circle over the top of the mincemeat and 

press down lightly to seal the edges
● Brush each pie with milk and make a hole in the top 

of each one using scissors
● Bake for 25-30 minutes until golden brown
● Once cool, sprinkle with Icing sugar or caster sugar

CHRISTMAS QUOTES FROM CHRISTMAS BOOKS
1. "Twas the night before Christmas, and all through 

the house, not a creature was stirring, not even a 
mouse…"

2. "Pray, dear madam, another glass; it is Christmas 
time, it will do you no harm." 

3. "I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to 
keep it all the year."

By A.G.E.S

Get ready for that 
Christmas cheer with this 
newly published article! 
Explore the Top 10 
Christmas movies, the 
best recipe for Mince Pies 
and we even have some 
quotes from the best 
Christmas books! To start 
off this festive article we 
have a selection of the best 
Christmas facts: 
● Christmas Trees were 

first used by the  
Egyptians and the 
Romans.

● Prince Albert made 
Christmas Trees 
popular.

● Christmas was 
originally called 'The 
Feast of Nativity'.

● The people that 
originally started the 
festive season were 
the Ancient Romans.

MY TOP 10 CHRISTMAS 
MOVIES
1. It's a Wonderful 

Life (1946)
2. Home Alone (1990)
3. Elf (2003)
4. The Snowman 

(1982)
5. Love Actually 

(2003)
6. The Muppets 

Christmas Carol 
(1992)

7. The Happiest 
Season (2020)

8. Carol (2015)
9. Home Alone 2: Lost 

in New York (1992)
10. Gremlins (1982)



Interview with the 
School Librarians
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Q2: What do you do Daily?
Ms Pecino: Mrs Pecino. "I check books in and 
out; I help people find books, I process books, I 
try to make the library a friendly place for 
everybody and that includes making tea."
Mrs Ballantine: "I help people find books. I get 
books ready for people to borrow. I supervise 
break and lunch. I make tea at lunchtime. I 
help teachers find books.”

Q1: What is your job like?
Ms Pecino: “My job is very fun; it's hard work, 
but it's very rewarding also lots of shushing."
Mrs Ballantine: "My job is very variable. I do 
lots of different things."

By Logan McCarthy

Q3: What are some of your 
favourite books?

Mrs Pecino: “The Shadow of the Wind, Vox, 
Noughts and Crosses and the Hate u Give."
Mrs Ballantine: Pride and Prejudice, One 
by Sarah Crossan, The Lie Tree.



Interview with the 
School Librarians
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Q6. What do you think would 
make your job easier?

Ms Pecino: "If people would respect the 
rules of the library."
Mrs Ballantine: "If I had thousands of 
pounds to buy lots of books for the library. 
If everybody followed the rules.”

Q5. Do you like your job?
Ms Pecino:  "I love my job."
Mrs Ballantine: "I love my job. I love 
books, and I love chatting with students.”

By Logan McCarthy

Q4: How hard is your job?
Mrs Pecino: "It's not hard but tiring 
because some people are not respectful of 
library rules and make a lot of noise, and 
it gets quite tiring to constantly tell them 
to be quiet."
Mrs Ballantine: "Mostly, I enjoy it, but 
some students can be a bit rude”



Shakespeare: 
The Globe
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Accessibility text:
1. The price for the lower gallery is 1p, the middle gallery is 2p and 

you can get a stool. The upper gallery is 3p and you can get a 
cushion and drinks.

2. Facts: How the burning started, it was a cannonball. 2nd fact: 
People will pee and poop.

3. Why go to the globe? 
4. Different areas, pit/yard, the higher you go, the price would go up 

→ Lower gallery, middle gallery, upper gallery.
5. At the galleries: They would go to have fun and be seen. Some 

went to watch the play. At the galleries, some would gamble, 
fight, pick pockets, drink and distract actors.

6. History: The first globe got burnt down. The second globe was 
destroyed by puritans and the third globe still stands today.

7. Actors: No girls/women could perform, young boys would perform 
female roles. Actors were distracted by the audience. It was not 
an ideal atmosphere to perform in.

Accessibility text: 
1. Fun fact: In the last 400 years there have been three Globes built due to accidents and 

nasty people.
2. Why did people go to the Globe? They would gamble, show-off, pick pocket and only 

some went to watch the play. In the pit (the bottom level),people would get into lots of 
fights, drink and try to distract the actors by grabbing their ankles which would distract 
them very effectively.

3. About the globe: The first Globe was burnt down due to a cannon accident but the second 
Globe was burnt and destroyed by the puritans!

4. Areas in the Globe! The first level is the pit/yard which was the cheapest. Then the lower 
and middle galleries which were more expensive, and then the upper gallery which the 
rich people would show off in.

5. Shakespeare/actors! Shakespeare was born on the 23rd April 1564, but died on the 23rd 
April 1616 (On his birthday). By age 52, he had invented 420 words and also wrote 39 
plays. In those days people didn't believe girls could be actors so ALL actors were boys, 
especially young boys.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.



Shakespeare: 
The Globe

7

Accessibility text:
1. No girls or women could perform, since back in the day they were 

expected to be housewives. Young boys would perform as female 
roles as they had high pitched voices.

2. The Globe theatre is one of 4 important theatres. It can fit up to 
1000 people standing on the ground, these people were called 
groundlings. For a ticket to stand in the pit, it would cost a penny.

3. More ticket options included; the gallery which cost up to 2 pence 
or more, 2000-3000 people fit in the galleries. The stage projects 
into the pit. There are 3 seating areas around the stage.

4. Some of the plays were:
● Romeo and Juliet.
● Hamlet.
● Macbeth.
● King Henry.
● Merchant of Venice.
● A Midsummer Night's Dream.
● Much ado about nothing.

1.

2.

3.

4.



Swinging,
By Gillian Clarke
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At the end of the hot day it rains 
Softly, stirring the smells from the raked 
Soil. In her sundress and shorts she rocks 
On the swing, watching the rain run down 
Her brown arms, hands folded warm between 
Small thighs, watching her white daps darken 
And soak in the cut and sodden grass. 
She used to fling her anguish into 
My arms, staining my solitude with 
Her salty and grimy griefs. Older now 
She runs, her violence prevailing 
Against silence and the avenue’s 
Complacency. I her hatred’s object.
Her dress the washed green of deck chairs, sun 
Bleached and chalk-sea rinsed, colours the 
drops, 
And her hair a flag, half and then full 
Mast in the apple-trees, flies in the face
Of the rain. Raised now her hands grip tight 
The iron rods, her legs thrusting the tide 
Of rain aside until, parallel 
With the sky, she triumphs and gently 
Falls. A green kite. I wind in the string



Swinging
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Benefits of 
singing
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Hi all! Ms Pecino here, and I’d like to tell you 
all about the benefits of singing!
I am a singer, I have been with the Tears of Joy Choir for 
coming up to 20 years now, and have also sang in jazz 
choirs in the UK, and also with rock bands and in 
acoustic duos.
As you can imagine, I love singing! Here are some 
reasons why singing is really, really good for you:

★ It makes you feel better - singing releases 
“happy” chemicals in your brain, called 
endorphins, serotonin and dopamine. These 
boost your mood and make you feel more 
positive.

★ It’s good for your body - singing helps you to 
breathe more deeply, increasing your lung 
capacity and oxygen flow around the body. 
(This can be useful for sport, too!). It also 
strengthens your diaphragm and improves 
your blood circulation around your body.

★ Singing can actually help your sleep - it 
strengthens the throat muscles and opens up 
your airways, helping to reduce snoring and 
sleep apnea. 

Ms. Pecino

★ It reduces anxiety - by making you concentrate on 
your breathing more to hit those notes, singing helps 
you to relax and lessens any anxious feelings you 
may have.

★ It boosts confidence, and improves your 
posture, as you need to stand up straight to be 
able to sing properly.

★ It improves memory, concentration and mental 
alertness - by having to focus on the lyrics, 
melody, pitch, and lots of other things, you 
have to focus your mind. 

★ Singing with a group builds a sense of 
community and togetherness, by sharing an 
experience with others who enjoy it as much as 
you do!

★ Singing is available to everyone, it is free, and 
you don’t need dedicated, expensive 
equipment to take part!Happy singing!



Women in STEM- and 
the Devaluation of 
Humanities
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You can picture her in your mind, hair in a bun, glasses on, and 
a calculator in her hand as she's doing complicated equations 
at her desk after the sun has already set. She’s not your 
everyday girl, she’s a woman in STEM. She is in her element 
when she studies the elements. She focuses on maths and 
balancing equations. 

A past trend in the popular app TikTok was a way for women 
and girls alike to show their passion for the titular STEM - 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics - with a 
humorous sound in the background of short videos: 

“I am a woman in STEM. Bunsen Burner? On!” 

What started as a trend to widen the representation of women 
in this male-dominated field, transitioned into a tool for 
polarisation and further segregation of women into categories. 
As women in social sciences started to participate in the trend, 
a pattern appeared within their comment sections - they were 
not welcome within the movement. Although not surprising, 
the difference in support for women depending on their field 
was startling. Nobody likes statistics, even less so when 
they're in poverty, mental illness, or inflation. 

So then, what's the difference and does it warrant such a 
variety in treatment? For that, we need to ground this 
phenomenon in context. 

“Soft” vs “Hard” Science 

Intuitively, separate the sciences into “soft” and “hard”. Perhaps 
you put physics in the “hard” category, and biology in the “soft” 
category. I mean, biology is the easiest science, right? Chemistry 
is harder, it can go in the hard sciences. Psychology? I should do 
it, it's an easy A Level. Sociology? It's hard but it's essays, now 
physics is actually hard. Maybe I can do Economics? That's really 
hard, you know? It has graphs. It’s not like Business, Business is 
easier! 

Anyone who actually takes these subjects would not describe a 
single one of them as easy. But they do not get the same reaction, 
telling someone you’re taking Maths garners more respect than 
Psychology. Perhaps it's because so many people are so 
psychological, but then again they chose it because it's perceived 
as easy. So we must dig deeper, why is it considered easy? One 
reason is the fixed mindset that is often accompanied by “hard” 
sciences - “I’m just naturally so bad at maths” - which does not 
leave any room for improvement. Whereas subjects that include 
English skills often carry a growth mindset, where you can get 
better if you just study; where studying is the difficult part, not the 
subject. Another reason is the most significant one: men; or rather 
the distribution of men to women in each subject. 

By Julia Zelazo



Women in STEM- and 
the Devaluation of 
Humanities 
(continuation)
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The ratio of women and men changes depending on the STEM 
discipline. While women have nearly reached a 50/50 ratio in 
biomedical sciences, they still make up only about 18%
of students in computer science, for instance. Studies found 
students were on the whole more likely to describe a discipline 
as a “soft science” when they’d been led to believe that 
proportionally more women worked in the field. Moreover, the 
“soft science” label led people to devalue these fields – 
describing them as less rigorous, less trustworthy and less 
deserving of research funding. Over the past decade, girls have 
been encouraged to pursue education and careers in STEM. 
This effort is sometimes described as a way to reduce the wage 
gap. By encouraging women to enter high-paying fields like 
science, technology and engineering, there’s hope that women 
on average will increase their earning power relative to men. 
Others have hoped that, as women demonstrate they can be 
successful in STEM, sexist stereotypes about women’s ability 
and interest in STEM will decrease. 

But what happens to already female-dominated fields? 
Historically, teaching became an acceptable career path for 
women starting in the mid-1800s, when women seeking 
employment was more of a rarity. Before public school systems 
were put into place, women were expected to teach children 
basic mathematics, language arts, history, and life science. 
When public schools were established, women were sought out 
for their discipline, personal accountability, and what was seen 
as a natural nurturing ability needed for young children sent out 
of the home and into the classroom. 

And women heeded the call, gaining financial freedom they could never 
have gotten any other way. It was women who formed teachers’ unions 
to ensure fairer pay, safer working conditions, smaller class sizes, and 
more. 

So when we apply our previously mentioned facts about the 
devaluing of female-dominated fields and add the fact that areas 
such as social sciences and humanities statistically have higher 
women-to-men student ratios, it is unsurprising that they are less 
picky and undervalued. Even during exams, when asked students 
often say the subject they revise the least for in the English 
Language, with many saying that “there’s no way to revise for 
English”. Thus, we see the dwindling numbers of English 
Literature students at A Level as many choose to study subjects 
which are taken more seriously that are often interchangeable 
with universities. Why study English when I can study history? 
Perhaps it is time to push English with equal force as STEM is 
pushed. But can this truly be done without sacrificing the 
femininity of the subject, as by making it more masculine it may 
be taken more seriously. It’s not solving the wider issue of sexism 
within education, but it may be a dissatisfactory solution to the 
falling rate of English literature students.

By Julia Zelazo



Fear 
(Show! Don’t Tell) 
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By Ezekiel Sbaa
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Puzzle Time…
Have a go at this 
edition’s puzzle.
Can you solve it?
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Santa 
Christmas
Wreath
Holly 
Bell
Elf
Sock
Gifts

A S C F G I F T S

O A T L O P H W Y

H N Z E U T X D B

O T U O A R P A K

L A K E B H U O A

L P R T H B E L L

Y W E K L O S P H

B Q K E O I N W E

C H R I S T M A S

Can you find the missing word?...



Upcoming events at school
WESTSIDE:

• Christmas Tie Day (in 
memory of Mr Grant) - 
Friday 16th December

• Christmas concert & 
non-uniform day - 
Tuesday 20th 
December

BAYSIDE:

• Diaz cup - Weds 14th 
December

• Christmas concert & 
PE Events - Tuesday 
20th & Wednesday 21st 
December
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